‘How to make a Carnival Neck Collar’

Step-by-step Guide

National Children’s Carnival Week
• 12-18 July 2021
• Led by UK Centre for Carnival
Arts
• Carnivals and schools all over
the country taking part
• Not exclusively for children,
– families, communities too.
• Carnival arts including: costumes,
dance, drum, calypso, steel band,
storytelling, samba…
• Isle of Wight THEME:
‘Colours of the Rainbow’

• Include your class, a whole
year group, or other ‘bubble’
• Make costumes, learn the
carnival song and the dance
moves
• Plan your big Finale event any
time during NCCW, 12 – 18 July
• Call a whole-school Carnival
Mufti
• Teachers - film it on your
phones
• Share to our national page

Materials and Tools
Health and safety

What you will need

All young people must be supervised when
making carnival costumes

• Coloured Card

• Scissors – use round tipped scissors with
young people, scissors have sharp edges!

• Pritsttick, PVA glue or Copydex

• Staples – have sharp edges, be careful
when using

• Pencil and ruler

• Copydex – beware this product contains
latex and can cause allergic reaction

• Elastic ties or strips of recycled, soft,
elasticated fabric

Tips

• Felt tip pens (optional)

•
•
•
•

Read through PPT before starting
You can mix and match techniques and
experiment with your own ideas
Watch video resources for additional assistance
Explore the resources for patterns and
templates

• Scissors
• Stapler

• Sellotape

• Florist ribbons (optional)
• Sequins (optional)
• Shiny recycled materials – sweet
wrappers, crisp bags etc. (optional)

Step 1. Neck collar

❖ Line the template up with the centre line
❖ Draw around the collar template and
carefully cut out
❖ You will need A3 coloured card or Sellotape
two pieces of A4 together.
❖ Fold the card in half to find the centre line

Step 2. Mosaic decorations

❖ Use a ruler to divide the paper into strips and cut out.

❖ Cut the strips into squares or triangles.
❖ Experiment with the shapes and colours to make interesting patterns.

Inspiration

❖ Make simple or complex patterns or free style!

❖ Try adding sequins or any shiny recycled
materials, like sweet wrappers or the inside of
crisp packets

❖ Secure decorations with Prittstick, PVA glue or
Copydex, (May need staples for sequins)

Step 3. Centre piece

❖ Create a unique decoration at the centre of the collar, (I chose to draw my bike and the sunshine)

❖ I used the circle that was cut out of the centre of the collar
❖ Cut into the circle to create a feathered edge, then fold some pieces up to create some interesting textures
❖ Secure to the collar using Prittstick, PVA glue or Copydex. Add a staple or two if needed.

Some more ideas

❖ Try making some feathers, use the
template provided
❖ Fold the feather in half then cut
diagonally down to create the
feathered edge
❖ Make sure you don’t cut too close
to the fold, down the centre!

❖ Arrange the decorations,
experimenting with colours and
shapes
❖ Choose a template, draw
around, then cut out
❖ Experiment with colours
❖ Fold down the centre then
staple together.

❖ Secure with Prittstick, PVA or
Copydex and finally secure with
staples
❖ Try layering up your shapes with
the folds in opposite directions
to give volume and a 3D effect.

Florist Ribbons

❖ You can use florist ribbon to
decorate you collar or to make
tassels
❖ Notice the ribbon curl one way.
Bear this in mind when
decorating your collar!

❖ Experiment with colours
❖ Secure ribbons in place with
staples

❖ Use a template to measure
and cut the ribbons to size
❖ Staple ribbons together

❖ Try adding sequins or any shiny
recycled materials, like sweet
wrappers or the inside of crisp
packets

Step 4. Attaching ties

❖ You can use elastic or any scrap pieces
of soft fabrics cut into strip for the ties
❖ Secure the ties using a couple of
staples, then cover the fixings and any
other sharp staples on the inside of
the collar with Sellotape

