
The New Carnival Company 
IW Mardi Gras 29 June 2019 

Featuring: landscape . geology . wildlife . food & farming . woodlands and 
forests . historic environment . culture . dark skies . tourism .  recreation 



• The Needles 
• Rivers 
• The Downs 
• Heritage Coasts 



LANDSCAPE 

 Three stacks of near 
vertical chalk rise 30 
metres out of the sea 
off Tennyson Down 
 

 Named after the fourth 
‘Needle’ – called Lot’s 
Wife or Cleopatra’s 
Needle - which 
collapsed in a storm in 
1764 
 
 
 
 
 

LEARNING PARTNER  
The National Trust 

The Needles 



LANDSCAPE 

• Over 200 km of rivers, 
streams and brooks 
 

• They supply drinking 
water, support 
recreation and wildlife 
 

• A haven for water voles 
- threatened in other 
parts of the UK 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
LEARNING PARTNER 
Island Rivers 

Rivers 



LANDSCAPE 

• Open chalk hills and 
grass lands that form 
the central ridge of the 
Island 
 

• Chalk is a soft white 
rock formed on the 
seabed from deposits of 
tiny shells and plankton  
 

• Supports an abundance 
of plants and wildlife 

 
 
 
 
LEARNING PARTNER 
HIW  Wildlife Trust  

The Downs 



LANDSCAPE 

 45km of our coastline 
designated Heritage 
Coast 
 

 2 sites – the Hampstead 
Heritage Coast and the 
Tennyson Heritage 
Coast 
 

 Noted for their beauty, 
tranquillity and 
scientific interest 
 

 The medieval port of 
Newtown was 
abandoned in the C14th  

 
 
LEARNING PARTNER 
IW AONB 

 
 

Heritage Coasts 



• Dinosaurs 
• Fossils 



GEOLOGY 

• IW recently named the 
UK’s Dinosaur Capital, 
with more than 25 
species recognised here 
 

• Lived over 120 million 
years ago when IW    
was landlocked and 
covered in swamp 
 

• Britain's largest 
dinosaur, The Sauropod, 
lived here, at 26 meters 
in length 

 
 
LEARNING PARTNER 
Dinosaur Isle  

Dinosaurs 



GEOLOGY 

• The Island’s south coast 
erodes on average one 
metre a year, revealing 
a constant haul of new 
fossil treasures 
 

• In addition to dinosaur 
fossils, coral, oyster 
shells, molluscs  and  
ammonites are 
commonly found here  
 

 
 
 
 
LEARNING PARTNER 
Dinosaur Isle  

Fossils 



 
• Red Squirrels 
• Glanville Fritillary 
• Wall Lizards 
• Wood  Calamint 
• Spiny Seahorse 



WILDLIFE 

• IW is a nationally 
important stronghold 
for the red squirrel 
 

• The Solent provides a 
barrier for the invasive 
greys 
 

• IW woodland can 
provide habitat for 
3,500 at their peak 
 
 

 
 
 
LEARNING PARTNER 
Wight Squirrels 

Red Squirrels 



WILDLIFE 

• The IW’s ‘special’ 
butterfly 
 

• Very rare. Limited to 
cliffs and coastal 
landslips in the south of 
the Island 
 

• Distinctive 
checkerboard pattern 
on the wings 
 

• Has black caterpillars 
with spiky hairs 

 
 
LEARNING PARTNER 
I Watch Wildlife 

Glanville Fritillary 



WILDLIFE 

• The Ventnor wall lizard 
colony is the oldest and 
largest in Britain 
 

• They live in cracks and 
crevices in walls and 
between rocks 
 

• They love the sheltered 
south-facing climate 
and are often seen in 
summer, basking in the 
sun 
 

 
 
LEARNING PARTNER 
IW AONB 

Wall Lizards 



WILDLIFE 

• Endangered plant 
species, grows               
no where in the UK 
outside Isle of Wight 
 

• Found on edges of 
woodland 
 

• Flowers July-October 
 

• An aromatic perennial, 
gives off a minty aroma.  
 

 
 
 
LEARNING PARTNER 
IW Natural History 
Society 

Wood Calamint 



WILDLIFE 

• Bembridge Marine 
Conservation zone is 
one of only 2 sites in the 
S.E. to support both 
species of British 
seahorse 
 

• The protected Spiny 
Seahorse has a long 
snout and a fleshy mane 
on its back and neck 
 

• The male carries the 
eggs in a reverse 
pregnancy 

 
 
LEARNING PARTNER 
IFES/H&IW Wildlife Trust 

Spiny Seahorse 



• Dairy Products 
• Garlic 
• Speciality Tomatoes 



FOOD AND 
FARMING 

• Briddlesford Lodge 
Farm has been a 
traditional family farm 
since Doomsday 
records 
 

• 140 strong herd of 
pedigree Guernsey 
cows  
 

• Large scale on farm 
diary processing 
making IW cheese, 
butter and cream 
 

 
LEARNING PARTNER 
Briddlesford Lodge Farm 

Dairy Products 



FOOD AND 
FARMING 

• Grown at the Garlic 
Farm, Arreton Valley,  
for almost 50 years 
 

• Ancient Mersley Farm 
site with significant 
archaeological finds  
 

• Thriving business, 
exporting garlic and 
garlic-infused products 
e.g. chutneys, beer,   
ice-cream 
 

• Annual Garlic Festival 
 
LEARNING PARTNER 
The Garlic Farm  

Garlic 



FOOD AND 
FARMING 

• IW has the perfect 
conditions for growing 
tomatoes, with a 
maritime climate and 
lots of sunshine 
 

• Industry uses 
sustainable growing 
methods and nature-
friendly farming 
 

• 200 varieties are grown 
and trialled here each 
year.  
 

 
LEARNING PARTNER 
The Tomato Stall /APS 

Speciality Tomatoes 



• Parkhurst Forest 
• Bouldnor Forest 



FORESTRY AND 
WOODLAND  

• One of the oldest 
forests in the country 
 

• Comprises ancient 
woodland, heathland 
and plantation  woods 
 

• Was once a medieval 
hunting forest. James 1 
hunted deer here 
 

• Contains exotic tree 
species and a highly 
valued arboretum 
 
 

LEARNING PARTNER 
The Forestry Commission 

Parkhurst Forest 



FORESTRY AND 
WOODLAND 

• Idyllic nature reserve  
on the IW Heritage 
Coast, Hampstead  
 

• One of the Island’s  
most important pond 
sites 
 

• Its variety of habitats - 
pine forest, heathland, 
cliffs and sea grass 
beds, support diverse 
wildlife 

 
 
 
LEARNING PARTNER 
H&IW Wildlife Trust 

Bouldnor Forest 



• Carisbrooke Castle 
• Osborne House 
• Fort Victoria 
• Brading Roman Villa 
• The Sea Bed 



HISTORIC 
ENVIRONMENT 

• A central place of power 
and defence on the Isle 
of Wight for over 1,000 
years  
 

• Isabella de Fortibus (aka 
the Queen of the Isle of 
Wight) lived here 
 

• King Charles I was 
imprisoned here 
following the English 
Civil War in 1647. 
 
 

LEARNING PARTNER 
Carisbooke Castle 
Museum  

Carisbrooke Castle 



HISTORIC 
ENVIRONMENT 

• Former seaside family 
home of Queen Victoria 
 

• The most illustrated 
and influential Victorian 
house in the world 
 

• Reflects the power of 
the British Monarchy 
and its Empire 
 

• Features include the 
Swiss Cottage and the 
Durbar Room 
 

 
LEARNING PARTNER 
English Heritage 

Osborne House 



HISTORIC 
ENVIRONMENT 

• Lord Palmerstone’s first 
fort on the Solent, built 
in the 1850s 
 

• A coastal gunnery, built 
in defence of the French 
 

• What was life like as a 
Victorian Soldier?  
 

• Explore its secret 
military experiments 
and how it defended 
Britain from attack. 
 
 

LEARNING PARTNER 
The Archaeology             
Discovery Centre 

Fort Victoria 



HISTORIC 
ENVIRONMENT 

• One of the finest 
Roman sites in the UK 
 

• Has beautifully 
preserved mosaic floors 
 

• Extensive remains of     
a Roman house dating 
back to the 2nd century 
AD. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LEARNING PARTNER 
Brading Roman Villa 

Brading Roman Villa 



HISTORIC 
ENVIRONMENT 

• Celebrating our rich 
maritime cultural 
heritage 
 

• Shipwrecks, pirates   
• and sunken treasure 

 
• History of diving and 

underwater exploration 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LEARNING PARTNER 
The Shipwreck Centre  

The Sea Bed 



• Folklore & Dialect 
• Tennyson 
• IW Festival 
• Carnival 



CULTURE 

• Local dialect with 
hundreds of words and 
phrases unique to the 
Island. 
 

• Snaake Stangs 
Dumbledores, 
Giddyganders, 
Mallishags  and more 
 

• Collected stories and 
traditional songs 
 

 
 
 
LEARNING PARTNER 
NCC/ Ventnor TC/ DttC 

Folklore & Dialect 



CULTURE 

• Alfred Lord Tennyson  
was one of the most 
famous poets of the 
Victorian era 
 

• A ‘Romantic’ Poet -  he 
loved landscapes and 
settings 
 

• Lived on the Island at 
Farringford for more 
than 40 years  
 

• Wrote ‘The Lady of 
Shallot’ and ‘Crossing 
the Bar’ among others 
 

LEARNING PARTNER 
Farringford tbc 

Tennyson 



CULTURE 

• 1968 – 1970 legendary 
pop festival  
 

• Height of hippy ‘love 
and peace’ culture  
 

• 600 000 people 
attended in 1970 at 
Afton Down, more than 
at Woodstock. 
 

• Bob Dylan, Jimi 
Hendrix, The Doors      
all played here 
 

 
LEARNING PARTNER 
Dimbola Lodge 

IW Festival 



CULTURE 

• Earliest UK recorded 
summer carnival at 
Ryde 1888 
 

• Over 15 parades a year 
across the Island 
 

• Mix of contemporary 
and traditional styles 
 

• Mardi Gras is one of the 
leading UK carnivals for 
its schools engagement  
and creativity - ACE 
 

 
 
LEARNING PARTNER 
New Carnival Company 

Carnivals 



• Star Gazing 
• Tranquillity 
• Moths  
• Bats 
 



DARK SKIES 

• IW has a significant 
amount of SE England’s 
Dark Skies 
 

• Dark Skies are special 
areas where there are 
low levels of light 
pollution 
 

• IW has an Observatory 
at Newchurch 
 

• Stars, planets, meteor 
showers  and galaxies 
can be seen. 
 

LEARNING PARTNER 
Vectis Astronomical 
Society 

Star Gazing 



DARK SKIES 

• Light pollution refers to 
the adverse effect of 
artificial light on the 
environment 
 

• Light pollution is an 
increasing problem 
which effects wildife, 
habitats  and    
tranquillity.  
 
 

 
 
LEARNING PARTNER 
Council for the 
Preservation of Rural 
England (CPRE) 

Tranquillity 



DARK SKIES 

• Artificial light at night 
can disrupt wildlife 
behaviour 
 

• Moths and other  
insects are attracted to 
artificial lights         
which can interfere with 
their mating and 
migration, causing their 
populations to reduce 
 
 
 

 
LEARNING PARTNER 
IW Natural History 
Society  

Moths  



DARK SKIES 

• IW has some rare bat 
species which are 
particularly vulnerable 
to light pollution 
 

• Light pollution 
increases their risks 
from predators and 
reduces their ability     
to find food 
 
 
 

 
 
 
LEARNING PARTNER 
The Bat Hospital 

Bats 



• Robin Hill Country Park 
• Isle of Wight Zoo 
• Beaches 
• IW Steam Railway 



TOURISM 

• 88 acres of beautiful 
countryside 
 

• Rides, falconry and 
adventure play 
 

• Woodland gardens, 
ponds and walks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LEARNING PARTNER 
Vectis Ventures 

Robin Hill Country Park 



TOURISM 

• A sanctuary for big cats 
and primates at 
Sandown 
 

• Specialists in tiger 
conservation 
 

• Successful breeding 
programmes for the 
endangered 
Madagascan             
black and white lemur 
 
 
 
 

LEARNING PARTNER 
Isle of Wight Zoo 

Isle of Wight Zoo 



TOURISM 

• One of the UKs most 
popular seaside 
destinations 
 

• IW beaches are  
recognised as some           
of the best in Europe 
 

• Traditional pastimes  
• include paddling and 

sandcastle making 
 

• Rock pooling at low tide    
is  very popular with 
children  
 

LEARNING PARTNER 
Arc Consulting 

Beaches 



TOURISM 

• A British Heritage 
Railway 
 

• Original steam 
locomotives and railway 
café 
 

• Uses restored 
Edwardian  &  Victorian 
carriages dating        
back to 1864 
 
 

 
 

 
LEARNING PARTNER 
IW Steam Railway 

IW Steam Railway 



• Walking 
• Cycling 
• Yachting and Boating 
 



RECREATION 

• Over 500 miles of 
maintained footpaths  
in just 147 square miles 
 

• Varied terrain with 
walks for every age and 
ability 
 

• Annual Walking Festival 
in May 
 

• Walk the Wight is the 
largest sponsored walk 
of its kind in Europe 
 
 

LEARNING PARTNER 
IW Ramblers 

Walking 



RECREATION 

• One of the 10 best 
cycling destinations in 
the world  (Lonely 
Planet)  
 

• 3000 people take part  
in the IW Randonnee 
every year 
 

• Promotes sustainable 
travel – clean, green 
and healthy 
 
 
 
 

LEARNING PARTNER 
Cycle Wight 

Cycling 



RECREATION 

• The Solent is one of the 
busiest stretches of 
water in the world 
 

• World-renowned  
sailing and racing 
heritage at Cowes 
 

• First Americas Cup held 
here in 1857 
 

• Other regattas at 
Bembridge, Seaview, 
Brading and Yarmouth 
 
 
 

LEARNING PARTNER 
Classic Boat Museum  

Yachts & Boating 



Thankyou!  


